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January 03, 2012
On behalf of the Center for Forensic Sciences at RTI International (RTI), we are pleased to announce that the United States Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice (NIJ) has awarded RTI and its partners the Forensic Science Technology Center of Excellence (FTCoE).  RTI’s FTCoE partners include UNT Health Science Center's Department of Forensic and Investigative Genetics and the Center for Human Identification, Duquesne University’s Forensic Science and Law Program, Virginia Commonwealth University Department of Forensic Science. RTI and its partners are also supported by leading forensic science organizations throughout the justice community.  Dr. Michael Baylor, co-Director of RTI’s Center for Forensic Sciences, will lead the new center.

The FTCoE, as a part of the National Law Enforcement and Corrections Technology Center (NLECTC) system, hosts and supports NIJ’s General Forensics and Forensic Biology/DNA technology working groups (TWG). These TWGs provide forensic practitioners with a forum for both sharing operational needs and requirements,  as well as, discussing new technologies or approaches that have the most promise to meet these challenges.

Through the FTCoE, law enforcement, crime laboratories and other criminal justice agencies will have access to a wide variety of support and expertise across all forensic science disciplines.  The FTCoE provides agencies with: 

· Objective information regarding the performance of new and emerging forensic tools and methodologies through no-cost technology evaluation reports
· Access to a variety of forensic science programs being conducted across the nation 

· Technology transition workshops covering the latest analytical tools and techniques 

· Support for the adoption of new forensic technologies

· A vehicle for communicating operational needs to guide NIJ research and development activities

· Access to expertise across the spectrum of forensic science disciplines 

RTI and its partners are proud to support the FTCoE.  We would like to thank you for the work you do and we look forward to working with and supporting the many agencies and professional organizations in the forensic community nationwide.  Please visit the FTCoE’s new website, www.forensiccoe.org, for more information. If you have any questions regarding the FTCoE, please contact:

- Dr. Michael Baylor, (919.541.7043 or mrb@rti.org)
- Nicole McCleary, (919.316.3929 or nmccleary@rti.org)
Sincerely,

Michael Baylor, Ph.D.

Director, Forensic Science Technology Center of Excellence

Co-Director, Center for Forensic Sciences
RTI International
3040 Cornwallis Road
RTP, NC 27709
Telephone:  919.541.7043
Fax:  919.541.7042
E-Mail: mrb@rti.org
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